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CLIMATOLOGICAL SUMMARY

STATION  ALBANY, TEXAS
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THE CLIMATE OF ALBANY, TEXAS

Albany, county seat and commercial center of Shackelford County,
was established in 1874. It became an early supply point on the
Western Trail to Dodge City, Kansas, The Albany News, founded in
1883, owns one of the most valuable files of authentic frontier
history. The Fort Griffin Fandangle, an annual pageant the latter
part of June, depicts life on the early frontier of West Texas.
A herd of Texas Longhorn cattle are maintained by the State at
Fort Griffin State Park, 15 miles north of Albany. In addition
to being a center for ranch supplies and marketing, Albany is an
0il producing and oil well supply center. Shackelford County is
.partly rolling, hilly terrain, brokenby forks of the Brazos River.
Seils are predominately chocolate and sandy loams. Elevations
vary from 1,200 to 2,000 feet., Over 103 milljon barrels of oil
have been produced since 1923 (to January 1, 1966). Ninety per-
cent of agricultural income is from livestock, chiefly cattle,
Wheat and cotton are principal crops.

The climate of Albany is subtropical with dry winters and hot humid
summers. The climate is typically continental with a large vari-
ation in annual extremes of temperature, The lowest temperature
on record is -8F: the highest, 114°F, Rainfall averages 26.25
inches annually. Amounts vary considerably from month to month
and from year to year. Since 1870, total annusl rainfall has ex-
ceeded 4O inches in three years: 1941, 47.01 inches; 1932, 46,00
inches; and 1906, 40.55 inches. The three driest years were: 1956,
11,07 inches; 1917, 11.63 inches; and 1873, 12,03 inches. Most
rainfall is the result of thunderstorm activity so that wide vari-
ations in amounts occur, not only in time, but within small geo-
‘raphical areas.

Sudden drops in temperature and strong northerly winds often
accompany cold fronts ae they push rapidly through the area during

the colder months, Periods of cold weather are short however,
rarely lasting longer than about 48 hours, Brief periods of mild
sunny weather are frequent in winter. Temperature maxima above
90°F have occurred in both January and February.

Daytime temperatures are hot in summer. Usually, the highest
temperatures are associated with southwesterly winds and dry air.
Evaporative-type home air-conditioners are effective for cooling
about 90 percent of the time, Rapid cooling usually occurs after
nightfall so that most nights are pleasant., The mean July minimum
temperature is 70.4°F.

The prevailing winds are south to southeasterly the year round.
The strongest winds are the squalls and peak gusts associated with
thunderstorms. The strongest persistent winds o¢gur in the spring
inassociationwith intense low pressure centers that move eastward
through the Texss and Oklahoma Panhandles. Occasionally, these
lows will move dust into the area from the northwest.

Albany receives about 71 percent of the total possible sunshine
annually. Mean annual relative humidity ie about 71 percent at
6:00 a.m,, 49 percent at noon, and 43 percent at 6:00 p.m., Central
Standard Time. Mean annual lake evaporation is estimated at 66
inches

The growing season (freeze free period) at Albany is 224 days.
The mean date of the last occurrence of 32°F in the spring, and
the first occurrence of 32°F in the fall, is March 30 and November
9, respectively. Significant departures from these mean values
may exist locally because of differences in exposure, soil type
and condition, slope, and vegetative cover.
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